
Newsletter for the single-family homes 

Neighbor Spotlight—Not Just Bacon 

Penelope is an adorable pet that lives around the corner from me.  

She has two human parents and two canine siblings, Lucy and Diego.  

She is the smallest of the pack, but not the quietest. She's got a great 

sniffer like her older siblings.  She knows tricks and listens to the 

rules of the house just like everyone else.  Why is there an article 

about her?  You see, she isn't your average pet.  Penelope is a Choco-

late Pinto Micro Pot Belly Pig. 

Why a micro pig?  Why not?!  Her parents fell in love with the idea of having her while on vaca-

tion in South Carolina.  Kyle and Brittany did their research, got on a waiting list, and here she is 

today! 

Is she like a cat or a Dog? I asked because I only know how to be a dog mom, and I wanted to 

know if a pig mom had similar duties. It turns out, she's more like a human kid.  Sure, she uses a 

litter box when she's in the house, and she likes to be rubbed on like a dog, but her feelings get 

hurt if you're too stern just like a human child. I know, it sounded weird to me to. I wish I could 

say that I understand how to treat a pig, but I don't, I will leave that to her parents.  I will love on 

her when she wants to be loved on, and accept what I can get, just like a cat. 

Is she an athlete?  She goes on walks with her siblings, but she can only go for about 1 mile, then 

she’s done!  She can jump on the couch and the bed, up to about three feet high.  She wins 

sprints against her 6’3” tall Dad! 

Does she oink? Penelope does not make “oink” sounds, but she does grunt and squeal.  She can 

also sound like a DUCK quacking! She has been known to throw a tantrum when her mouth 

hurts from teething. 

What does she eat?  She enjoys wandering in the backyard and nibbling on the greenery.  She 

does have a very specific diet of “pig pellets” and salad.  Fruit is her sweet treat and limited. Just 

like dogs, chocolate is no-no, as are avocados. 

How does one groom a pig?  Penelope requires grooming like any other pet. Her ears need to be 

cleaned, as do her teeth. She is just like all the other pets I know in that respect; she's not a fan of 

the ritual toothbrushing. She needs to see a veterinarian specializing in pigs because her hooves 

and teeth need to be safely and professionally trimmed. She gets bathed with sham-

poo and conditioner because she has hair, not fur. 

Is she a snuggler? Like I really had to ask, as she lay in her daddy's lap being rubbed 

and petted. She even sleeps in bed for part of the night. She roots through the covers 

to the spot she wants and settles in for a nap.  

While I was there, I had the pleasure of watching the animals walk / trot around the 

pool with grace. No one fell in and no one intentionally went for a swim, though they 

all like the pool.   We ended the interview with Penelope showing off her tricks and 

snapped a family portrait. 

I do want to note that a micro pig is not an “easy” pet to have. They take a lot of at-

tention and patience, more so than a traditional pet.  Their personalities and tem-

perament are much different; they need a lot more attention and cannot be left alone 

for extended periods of time.  Leaving them alone too long can result in them throw-

ing a fit and/or terrorizing the house (if they have access to it). 

Important HOA Contacts 

FirstService Residential, Inc. (Management Company) 

 5473 Kearny Villa Rd, Suite 200 

 San Diego, CA  92123 

Community Manager: Alma Galindo 

 858-657-2180/ alma.galindo@fsresidential.com  

Assistant Community Manager: Cathy Erickson 

 858-657-2197/ cathy.erickson@fsresidential.com

24-hour HOA Emergency Line 888-596-4984 

(Irrigation, Association issues) 

Signal88 (Security Patrol 9:30pm-3:30am)  

619-407-7571; Reference Sky Ranch when you call. 
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SECURITY TIPS:  

 Add motion sensor lights to the exterior of your home. Install a security system on your home. 

 Park your vehicles in your garage pursuant to CC&R Section 8.3.6. Remove valuables from sight and lock your 
vehicles which must be left outside.  Close your garage door when you are not in the front of your home. 

 Request the package delivery companies to specifically ring your doorbell when a package is delivered.  If you 
are home when the package is delivered, pick it up immediately to eliminate the opportunity for theft.  Work 
with a neighbor who might be home when your package is delivered and ask them to pick it up for you. 

 Request the City of Santee add more lighting to the block you live on and the community in general. 

 Add phone numbers to your mobile phone for Signal88 and the San Diego County Sheriff’s department. 

 If you suspect a window or door has been forced or broken in your absence, DO NOT ENTER.  Immediately call 
law enforcement and wait at a safe location until a Sheriff’s Deputy arrives 

 Participate in HOA meetings and request to be heard during “Homeowner Forum” to make recommendations 
or report observations regarding security. Twenty minutes of the meeting are allocated for “Homeowner Fo-
rum.” Complete a speaker slip to make a recommendation or ask a question.  

From the San Diego County Sheriff’s Department:  
“Well-informed people make better decisions, and better prevention decisions reduce crime. Register for the Sher-
iff’s Crimemapping and Nixle services to stay informed. Community members can take an active role by knowing 
when to report suspicious activity. Your overall safety and security is enhanced when you are aware of your sur-
roundings and risks - begin by reviewing tips for your personal safety.” 
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The completed security survey results are available on the Sky Ranch Facebook page, and can be emailed to you upon 

your request.  The following is a simple summary of the results, this is not a comprehensive statistical analysis.  The sur-

vey closed on March 20, 2013. There were approximately 175 homeowners eligible to take the survey. We had 54 re-

spondents.  

Security Options: Of the 7  security options listed in the survey (Question #12) , 63% of homeowners supported a 

Neighborhood Watch (NW).  Melissa Johnson is the community contact for this effort.  If you wish to participate in the 

NW, please contact her via email at missile13@cox.net.  This is a 100% volunteer effort coordinated through the Sheriff’s 

Department, and no costs are incurred by the HOA.  A neighborhood watch organizational meeting with the Sheriff’s 

department will be held on September 24, 2013 from 6-7pm. Location to be determined.  Those who expressed interest 

in participating will be informed of the location. 

“Dedicated Security Patrol” was the next highest supported item on the list  at 61%. The Association currently contracts 

with Signal88 to provide nightly security patrol. The costs are 

paid for by the Association. 

“Security Cameras at Key Locations” was the third highest 

ranked security option on the survey, at 57%. Automated Gate 

or Guarded  Gate came in second lowest of the 7 options with 

39% each.  

When asked specifically if a security gate would be a good op-

tion, 43% strongly agree or agree, 33% were undecided, and 

24% disagree or strongly disagree.  

Willing to Pay More?  Of the 54 respondents, 14 are 

willing to spend up to $30 more a month on HOA fees. 11 are 

willing to spend up to $50 more a month. 5 homeowners are 

willing to pay up to $1000 in a one time special assessment.  

For the survey results please contact: Chris Andre at  

candre@bluestreakortho.com. 

SECURITY SURVEY SUMMARY 

mailto:missile13@cox.net
mailto:candre@bluestreakortho.com
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Board of Directors 
Kathy Bruno – President – serving since 2008 
Darren Mahoney – Vice President – serving since 2011 
Amber Horn-Phillips – Treasurer – serving since 2011 
Melissa Johnson – Member at Large – serving since 2012 
(Replaced Frank Tsimboukakis, resigned 9/2012) 
Scott Kiefner – Secretary – served  in 2009 and since 
2012 (Replaced Jim Jao, resigned 10/2012) 

Information on Santee available here:  Cham ber  of Com m erce @ http://santeecham ber .com  *|* 

Santee Lakes @ http://www.santeelakes.com *|* City @ http://www.ci.santee.ca.us *|* San Diego County Sheriff 

@ http://www.sdsheriff.net *|*  Sportsplex USA @ http://sportsplexusa.com *|*  News @ http://santee.patch.com 

*|* Drive-In Theatre @ http://www.santeedriveintheatre.com *|* School District @ http://www.santeesd.net 

Official Documents 

Listed below in order of prece-
dence are the official governing 
documents of the Association. 

1. Covenants, Conditions and 
Restrictions (CC&Rs)  

2. Bylaws 
 

3. Articles of Incorporation 

4. Community Guidelines 
5. Design Guidelines 

SANTEE SWAP MEET  
10990 WOODSIDE AVE N 

(619) 449-7927 
SAT - SUN5:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

IT IS BEE SWARM SEASON 

With recent losses to bee populations worldwide seeing a 

few bees around the garden is something to celebrate. 

Longer days bring a surge of blooming trees and flowers 

that create a short window of time for healthy honey bee 

colonies to split and create new colonies.   

Honey bee swarms usually occur during spring and early 

summer when bee populations increase rapidly.  Typically, 

honey bee swarms occur when a hive becomes overcrowd-

ed. The colony forms a new queen, and the old queen flies 

away, taking part of the colony with her. The swarm lands on a branch or other object and waits until 

scout bees find a new nesting site such as a hollow tree. Then the swarm moves to the new location to 

begin another colony. 

If you hear something that sounds like a growling truck engine, but there is no truck, it might be a bee 

swarm.  Seek medical attention if necessary.   

The information in this article compiled from http://www.ehow.com,  

http://www.queenanneview.com, and http://firstaid.webmd.com.  

SKY RANCH HOME STATUS 

The Sky Ranch Homeowner’s Association will be 217 single-family homes within the Sky Ranch development.   

Crestview is 89 homes with approx. 6,000 sq. ft. lots, some over 9,000 sq. ft. StoneRidge is 23 homes with approx. 

10,000 sq. ft. lots, some with steep slopes.  EaglePointe is 53 homes with approx. 20,000 sq. ft. lots. Crescent 

Heights is 44 homes with approx. 10,000 sq. ft. lots. There are 8 Custom Lots, off Morella, which are all undevel-

oped. 

Crescent Heights at Sky Ranch, replaced the former StoneRidge homes. NextGen homes, or “home within a home” 

concept, is approximately 27 of 44 delivered homes. 

Lennar continues to anticipate completion of Crescent Heights by November 2013. 

Santee School District New  Lunch Price Effective  - 

July 1, 2013. As of July 1, 2013 the price for a full paid school 

lunch will be $2.50 The prices for a breakfast at school and 

reduced price school lunch will remain the same. 

Santee Farmers Market  

9608 Carlton Hills Blvd. 

619 449-8427  Every Wednesday - Rain 

or Shine Spring & Summer 3pm to 7pm 

Around Santee Around Santee Around Santee Around Santee 

Annual Meeting: Quorum  w as not reached on 8/21 therefore the m eet-

ing was not convened. We needed 50% of the residents (at the time)+1 ballot to 

hold the meeting and vote in our new Board of Directors.  The next meeting will be 

on 9/18 at 8pm at the Northstar Clubhouse.  Only 25% is required for this second 

attempt.  Please mail in or bring your ballots to the meeting! See you there. 

http://santeechamber.com
http://www.santeelakes.com
http://www.ci.santee.ca.us
http://www.sdsheriff.net
http://sportsplexusa.com
http://santee.patch.com
http://www.santeedriveintheatre.com
http://www.santeesd.net
http://www.ehow.com
http://www.queenanneview.com
http://firstaid.webmd.com


4 

SNAKES ON OUR MOUNTAIN 
Be on the lookout for our mountain’s namesake.  The following types of snakes 

have been seen up here already: Rosy Boa, Garter, California King, and of course, 

rattlers of ALL sizes.   

Pictures of “California's indigenous snakes along with one introduced species and 

one that might occur in California” are listed here:   

http://www.californiaherps.com/snakes/snakespics.html 

FROM THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE: Rattle-
snakes can cause serious injury to humans on rare occasions. The California Poi-
son Control Center notes that rattlesnakes account for more than 800 bites each 
year with one to two deaths. Most bites occur between the months of April and 
October when snakes and humans are most active outdoors. About 25 percent of 
the bites are “dry,” meaning no venom was injected, but the bites still require med-
ical treatment. 

Just moving in?  Trying to decide what to put in the yard?  Review the Sky ranch 
Community Association Design Guidelines. 

Within 45 days of moving in, submit front and side yard landscape plans. When you 
submit plans, include a photo of your residence and all areas to be improved. If you 
need more time, send a letter to the management company (FSR) requesting an ex-
tension. Please do NOT being work before your plans are approved. 

When choosing plants to include in your design, please refer to exhibit “PL” in the 
CC&Rs for a list of acceptable for firewise plant material.  This list does not include 
all the plants allowed, but it does list many that would do well here.  However, plants 
that are not allowed in the community are listed. Do not plant Bamboo, Cedar, Cy-
press, Pampus Grass, Buckwheat, Eucalyptus, Juniper, Fountain Grass, Pine, Rose-
mary, Chamise, Red Shanks or California Sagebrush; see Exhibit PL in the CC&Rs, 
pages 12-13. 

Barbecues, outdoor fireplaces, or other similar items must be set back a minimum of 
5 feet from the fence and the top of the slope or a distance equal its height, whichever 
is more restrictive. 

Decks, gazebos, patio covers, and play structures must be set back a minimum of 10 
feet from the property line, fence/wall and/or top of slope, whichever is more restric-
tive. Decks can be raised no higher than 2 feet from the ground. Maximum height for 
gazebos and patio covers is 12 feet. The maximum height for play structures is 8 feet. 

Because our community is designed to be shelter in place, our homes were engi-
neered to withstand fire which may sweep through our community. In order to main-
tain the firewise character of our neighborhood, use only fire resistant materials to 
construct your improvements. 

DESIGN GUIDELINES 

Sheriff’s Department Santee Station  
(8am-5pm) (including Barking Dogs):  
619-956-4000 

Vector Control (free rat traps) 
(County of San Diego): 858-694-2888 

Emergency (any type)/Graffiti In  
Progress/Rattlesnakes / Immediate  
Danger:  9-1-1 

Snakes: (Direct, Fire Dept):  
619-441-1630 

Non-Emergency Dispatch Sheriff:   
858-565-5200 

IMPORTANT LOCAL NUMBERS 

Bacon, from page 1 

 

Please note: The W hissel family consulted the HOA prior  to move -in.  They read 

the CC&Rs (8.3.8 Pets and Animals) and realized Penelope, a micro pot belly pig, may not 

be considered an “ordinary household pet”.  Please understand Penelope is not considered 

a farm animal, she is a household pet based on guidance from 2 community managers. 

Thank you, Whissel family, for welcoming me into your home and sharing your newest 

addition with the Sky Ranch Community.   

What to know more? Please visit http://wp.me/p3Bxh8-2W. 

TIDBITS: 
CONSTRUCTION NEWS: Pre-
walk of Monticello Street occurred on 
9/6 and included unwalked portions 
of lots 109-113. These pre-walks 
check for irrigation, components to 
be turned over to the HOA, and ad-
dress other Board concerns with 
upcoming property to be annexed 
into the association.  
 
I WANT MORE! Provide your email 
address to the management company 
so important information can be 
electronically delivered directly to 
you. You may provide multiple email 
addresses. 
 
MEETING NOTICE: Meetings are 
the 3rd Wednesday of each Month at 
the Northstar Clubhouse on Calabria 
Street. Executive session begins at 
6pm and Open session is at 6:30pm. 
Agendas are posted at the Sky Ranch 
Park kiosk by Saturday, 6pm, preced-
ing the Wednesday meeting. 
 
GARAGE DOORS: Have you no-
ticed your garage door open for no 
reason whatsoever? Suggestion: Dig 
out the manual for your door opener 
and change the code. Your garage 
door opener code could be the same 
as someone nearby. This is common 
in a new construction zones since the 
builder puts in so many of the same 
model and the manufacturer only 
programs a specific number of codes. 

FSRConnect – official HOA documentation: This site contains all the HOA official documentation and requires a login and password.    

http://california.fsrconnect.com/skyranchcommassn.  

 

TVRI Landscapers (as of May 1, 2013):  http://www.tvri.com 

Security Company, Signal88: http://www.signal88.com 

Closed Facebook Group for Sky Ranch homes: https://www.facebook.com/groups/94840043375 

Nextdoor website for Northstar & Sky Ranch: https://skyranchca.nextdoor.com/login 

WHAT COLOR ARE THE FENCES? 

Predation Fence Color is  
RAL 7009 (Green Grey) 

Wood Fence Stain is  
Behr Cedar Naturaltone 

SKY RANCH INFORMATIONAL 
WEBSITES 

http://www.californiaherps.com/snakes/snakespics.html
http://wp.me/p3Bxh8-2W
http://california.fsrconnect.com/skyranchcommassn
http://www.tvri.com
http://www.signal88.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/94840043375
https://skyranchca.nextdoor.com/login

