
Newsletter for the single-family homes 

What’s that? You weren’t able to make it to the 

informative presentation on June 22 because you 

were on vacation and you’d like to know what you 

missed? Sure, we can give you a summary.   

Here it is! 

A representative from the Sheriff’s Department 

and the Santee Fire Department prepared a presentation to inform us 

about how our houses are built to withstand fire, what we can do to pre-

vent fires, and how and when to evacuate. 

You should be glad to know the “homes built on Sky Ranch [are] to be able 

to survive a wildland fire on their own, with no structures or lives lost and 

without any intervention from fire fighting personnel”.  Source Firewise 

2000 

In order to maintain the high standards of the structure construction in 

regard to fire, it is vital all home owners go through the HOA Approval and 

City Permitting processes when making changes or additions to the prop-

erty.  Utilizing the official channels will ensure you and your neighbors use 

the correct building materials and methods to keep everyone safe in case 

of fire. 

What can you do to keep your house safe, and therefore keep your neigh-

bors’ houses safe?    There are several things we can all do, here are a few 

of them:  

 Maintain your homes structural integrity.  

 Always submit changes to the HOA for review and approval.  

 Always use city approved permits and building methods.  

 Do not use solid fuel in fire pits.  

 Clean your gutters.   

 Keep combustible materials at least 20 feet from structures. 

There is also 100 feet of brush management zone requirements for all ex-

terior lots. The first fifty (50) feet from the home, is irrigated and has low 

growing plants. The second fifty (50) feet is trimmed, annually, to remove 

70% of the natural ground cover.  The HOA maintains slopes on the exteri-

or of our fences. You may have seen TVRI out in June and July removing 

plant material – that’s what they were doing (among many other things). 

SKY RANCH/NORTHSTAR FIRE 

MITIGATION AND PREPAREDNESS 

Important HOA Contacts 

FirstService Residential, Inc. (formerly Merit Property Mgmt) 

 5473 Kearny Villa Rd, Suite 200 

 San Diego, CA  92123 

Community Manager: Alma Galindo 

 858-657-2180 /  Alma.galindo@fsresidential.com 

Assistant Community Manager: Cathy Erickson 

 858-657-2197 /  Cathy.erickson@fsresidential.com 

24-hour HOA Emergency Line 888-596-4984 

(Irrigation, Association issues) 

Signal88 (Security Patrol 9:30pm-3:30am) 619-407-7571 

Reference Sky Ranch when you call. 
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Sheriff’s Department Santee Station  

(8am-5pm) (including Barking Dogs):  

619-956-4000 

Vector Control (free rat traps) 

(County of San Diego): 858-694-2888 

Emergency (any type)/Graffiti In Progress/

Rattlesnakes / Immediate  

Danger:  9-1-1 

Snakes: (Direct, Fire Dept): 619-441-1630 

Nonemergency Dispatch,  

Sheriff:  858-565-5200 

IMPORTANT LOCAL NUMBERS 

Predation Fence Color is  

RAL 7009 (Green Grey)  

Wood Fence Stain is  

Behr Cedar Naturaltone 
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INFORMATIONAL WEBSITES 

FSRConnect – official HOA documentation: 

This site contains all the H.O.A. official docu-

mentation and requires a login and password.  

http://california.fsrconnect.com/cws_v3/

_login.aspx 

Documents from Nextdoor website may not 

be the most current document.  No HOA doc-

uments are on Facebook. 

TVRI Landscapers (as of May 1, 2013):  

http://www.tvri.com/ 

Security Company, Signal88: 

http://www.signal88.com/ 

Closed Facebook Group for Sky Ranch homes: 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/94840043375/ 

Nextdoor website for Northstar & Sky Ranch: 

https://skyranchca.nextdoor.com/login/ 
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TIDBITS 

E-Mail … provide your email address to the 

management company so important infor-

mation can be electronically delivered directly 

to you. You may provide multiple email ad-

dresses. 

Meeting Notice … meetings are the 3rd 

Wednesday of each Month at the Northstar 

Clubhouse on Calabria Street. Executive ses-

sion begins at 6pm and Open session is at 

6:30pm. Agendas are posted at the Sky Ranch 

Park kiosk by Saturday, 6pm, preceding the 

Wednesday meeting. 

Annual Meeting Notice … will be on August 

21, 2013. Please mark your calendars and get 

ready for some fun! Cookies provided by Melis-

sa. 

Wood Fences … Please stain your fence.  

Page 1 of this newsletter shows the stain color. 

Guest Writer … in this issue Michele 

Corneglio contributed several articles. The next 

newsletter will contain an interview with at 

least one of our Sky Ranch families.  Drop her a 

line at michele@mmcracing.com and let her 

know what additional articles you would like to 

see in future newsletters.  Visit her blog, leave a 

comment and become a follower, at  

http://lifewithmichele.wordpress.com/  

COVENANTS, CONDITIONS AND  

RESTRICTIONS (CC&Rs) 

As of June 1, 2013, the HOA con-

sists of 186 homes.  Myoporum 

planted by Valley Crest (Lennar’s landscaper) was added to slope ease-

ment areas. The Landscape Committee will be evaluating supplemental 

plant material after addressing other landscape areas in need. 

As a reminder, the Sky Ranch HOA is an association of lands/land man-

agement. There is no clubhouse, pool, or playground for which the HOA 

maintains responsibility.  

The Sky Ranch Park is owned and maintained by the City of Santee. The 

park land includes slopes down to the streets of Cala Lily and Sevilla. 

Any plant overgrowth should be reported to the City of Santee, Park 

Maintenance division, 619-258-4195 x100. 

What does it mean to live in an Association governed by Cove-

nants, Conditions and Restrictions (CC&Rs)? How do CC&Rs 

relate to City codes?  The short answer is that CC&Rs are more 

restrictive than City codes. Prior to closing on our homes, we all 

signed documents in which we affirm that we read, understand, 

and will abide by the CC&Rs. 

The reason for CC&Rs?  CC&Rs are the rules which govern our 

community. Further, cities today are establishing homeowner’s 

associations so communities will have a community-wide stand-

ard to retain the look and feel of the community. One of the larg-

est reasons for CC&Rs is a perception of increased property val-

ues -- if not a rise in values based on the standards set forth in the 

CC&Rs.  

At Sky Ranch, the City was very instrumental in establishing re-

quirements that are our CC&Rs, Design Guidelines, and Commu-

nity-wide Standards. Please reread the documents.   

The DO NOT PLANT list was established for FIRE SAFETY. SET-

BACKs for structures were established for SAFETY and appear-

ance.  More information regarding Fire Safety is included on pag-

es 2 –3.  

The homeowner is ultimately responsible for plant material with-

in his/her yard. Recently notices were sent out by the manage-

ment company to remove the trees that are on the do not plant 

list (See Exhibit PL in the CC&Rs). Removing plants which create 

a fire hazard help keep Sky Ranch a fire-safe community. 

NEIGHBORHOOD REVIEW 

KEEPING SNAKES OUT OF THE YARD: The best protection against rattlesnakes 

in the yard is a “rattlesnake proof” fence. The fence should either be solid or with 

mesh no larger than one-quarter inch. It should be at least three feet high with 

the bottom buried a few inches in the ground. Vegetation should be kept away 

from the fence since the snake could crawl to the top of an adjacent tree or shrub. 

Discourage snakes by removing piles of boards or rocks around the home. En-

couraging and protecting natural competitors like gopher snakes, king snakes and 

racers will reduce the rattlesnake population in the immediate area. 

http://www.dfg.ca.gov/news/issues/snake.html  



The HOA will:  

 Conduct Fuel Management Zone maintenance on all HOA property. 

 Review and approve property improvements 

 Maintain Roadside Fuel zones. 

Want to know how to get off the mountain in case of a fire?  The easy answer is – the same way you came up.  The 

main entrance to Sky Ranch is also the main exit.  Brockway Street (at the end of Monticello) is also a designated fire 

evacuation route.  This street has two gates and is not available for daily use.  If the fire department determines this 

is the way to exit, the gates will be opened and traffic will be monitored.  You will only be expected to evacuate if the 

Fire Department or Sheriff’s office gives the evacuation instruction.  If you are asked to evacuate, they will instruct 

you which exit to take.   

Northstar and Sky Ranch have been split into “evacuation zones.”  Specific zones will be evacuated as needed based 

on need (fire trajectory, wind speeds, etc.).  For example, if you live in Zone 3 and they are evacuating Zone 6, the 

fire department has determined that your residence is not currently in danger. 

What should you do if there is a fire and you asked to evacuate? You mean, besides leaving the house? Please do the 

following: 

 Close all doors and windows.  Remember, the house is built to stand on its own. If you leave a window open, the 

fire can easily get in the house and cause damage. 

 Leave doors unlocked for responder access.  The Fire Department may need access to your property, and by 

leaving the front door unlocked, they can get in the front, out the back, and do what they need to do without 

causing damage. The Sheriff’s Department will be securing the area. No one will be able to get back up and onto 

the mountain until they say so, and then only residents.  It is their job to secure the area.   

 If you or a family member needs special assistance evacuating, dial 911 and let them know you are being evacu-

ated and what specifically you need. 

 Take all of your family members with you – this includes your 

pets. 

Is there something you should NOT do during a fire? There sure is! 

 DO NOT turn on your irrigation system. 

 If you are asked to evacuate, do not stay.  If the mountain is 

evacuated, and you remain, the Sheriff and the Fire Depart-

ment will not know it and will not have resources to rescue 

you. 

The presentation provided jointly by the Fire Department and 

Sheriff’s department is available for viewing and download on the 

Facebook site.  This presentation shows the zones, the evacuation 

routes, and contains much more detail. 
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Board of Directors 
Kathy Bruno – President – serving since 2008 
Darren Mahoney – Vice President – serving since 2011 
Amber Horn-Phillips – Treasurer – serving since 2011 
Melissa Johnson – Member at Larger – serving since 2012 (Replaced Frank Tsimboukakis, resigned 9/2012) 
Scott Kiefner – Secretary – served  in 2009 and since 2012 (Replaced Jim Jao, resigned 10/2012) 

The Sky Ranch Park is an entity of the City of Santee. The Sky Ranch HOA has NO responsibility for 

maintenance to the areas outside of the park that abuts the road along Sevilla and Cala Lily. If you 

have any issues with the Sky Ranch Park, please contact the City of Santee, Community Services, 619-258-4100 x222.  Months ago, 

some Board members asked for additional safety measures at the park and within weeks, a gate was added, a park hours sign posted, 

as well as surveillance information. 

SKY RANCH PARK 



8.3.1 Restriction on Non-Residential Uses 

States all lots shall be used for residential use only.  The house that is built on 

the lot is the only permanent structure allowed to be lived in.  The garage, 

though a permanent structure, cannot be used to live in.  No temporary struc-

tures (i.e. tents, trailers, motor homes, etc.) are allowed to be lived in either.   

8.3.2  Limited Non-Residential Uses Permitted 

Is another way of saying all lots are for residential use only, specifying no 

business can be run from the home.  There are some exceptions to this rule.  If 

you telecommute for your job full time or part time, this is acceptable.  If you 

do run a small business (i.e. massage therapist, home sales consultant, etc.), 

you may not put up signs on your property advertising your business. Storing 

goods, having excessive deliveries, vehicles, or foot traffic for your small busi-

ness are also prohibited.   

8.3.8 Pets and Animals 

This section of the CC&Rs describes information regarding pets in the Com-

munity.  Please note, this is only a small summary of the section.  Each resi-

dence can have up to 4 pets in the home which are “[2] dogs, [2] cats or other 

[2] usual and ordinary household pets.”  

The Community Guidelines also state a household is “not to exceed two 

(2) dogs and two (2) cats.” 

This Section also specifies if a homeowner is “unable to control the barking or 

other noise or acts of such Owner’s pets which disturb any neighbors such 

Owner shall be required to remove such pet from the Community.”   

SPOTLIGHT ON CC&Rs 

Reminder: The double yellow means DO NOT PASS.  Too many con-
struction vehicles still make rounds in the development.  Many of us are 
too impatient to wait as the truck travels slowly up the hill. There have 
been too many near misses of late!  

As a reminder to all residents and your guests, the speed limit in the 
Community is 25 MPH.  There are more people walking around the 
neighborhood now that summer is here.  Please remember to drive care-
fully and stay at or below the speed limit of 25 MPH.   

Also, while you’re driving slowly through the neighborhood, be sure to 
stop at all the stop signs.  The 
stop signs are there to protect 
us at intersections.  Please do 
not roll through them or com-
pletely ignore them. 

DRIVER’S EDUCATION 
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

The Budget Committee will kick off activities soon as the October date to 

release a new budget approaches!  

Pet Waste left in the community is 

the Owner’s responsibility to pick 

up.  If you are on a walk in our 

charming community and your ca-

nine leaves a present on the sidewalk, 

street, or neighbor’s yard, it is your 

responsibility to pick it up immedi-

ately.  If you forget to bring a bag 

with you, there are doggy bag stations 

in several locations in Sky Ranch.  

Note: this is not just a Sky Ranch 

rule, this is city municipal code: 

6.24.110 Curbing a dog. 

SKY RANCH HOME STATUS 

The Sky Ranch Homeowner’s As-

sociation will be 209 single-family 

homes within the Sky Ranch de-

velopment.  Northstar Homeown-

er’s Association is the 148-unit 

townhomes.   

Crestview is 89 homes with ap-

prox. 6,000 sq. ft. lots, some over 

9,000 sq. ft. 

StoneRidge is 23 homes with ap-

prox. 10,000 sq. ft. lots, some 

with steep slopes. 

Crescent Heights is 44 homes 

with approx. 10,000 sq. ft. lots 

EaglePointe is 53 homes with ap-

prox. 20,000 sq. ft. lots 

There are 8 Custom Lots, off Mo-

rella, which are all undeveloped. 

Crescent Heights at Sky Ranch, 

replaced the former StoneRidge 

homes. NextGen homes ,or “home 

within a home” concept, is cur-

rently at 21 of 44 delivered homes. 

Phase 5 contained the last 4 

homes on Mariposa.  

Lennar continues to anticipate 

completion of Crescent Heights by 

November 2013. 


